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Y than by exciting and aſſiſting 
entious practice of this neceſſary auch, gainul and de- 
oſet Religion; * 
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THE 


NECESSITY. 


AND 


| ADVANTAGES | 


. 


Cloſer Religion. 


provement deſerves our attention. 
It is my ſettled judgment, ſound 


evidence of its declining languiſhing ſtare, Fot 
proof of this, I then but appeal to the obſervant 
| Chriſtian, 
I cannot imploy 2 hs hours to better pupols, 


lightful part of the Chriſtian Life, 
by attempting in the beſt manner I can to repre-- 


ſent to my ſelf the neceſity of it, and the * | 
8 


that attend it; with fore few 8 
denn mange of it. 


FESIAEG F Religion be the principal Excel. 
SEAN lcncy 'of the human nature, what 
r contributes to its growth and im- 5 
— n experience and obſervation, tac. 
the entire neglect of Cloſet Devotion, argues a 


perſon an utter Stranger to real religion; and the 
untfrequent and fuperficial attendance thereon, is an 


my felf, to a confci= 
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| It is needful to fix what I mean by Cloſet Reli? 
| ion. It is the Chriſtian's imploying himſelf in 


religious exerciſes, ſuch as Prayer, Meditation, Praiſe, 


and reading of the holy Scriptures alone by himſelf; | 


ſequeſtred from the noiſe and amuſements of the 
world, converſing with God and his own ſoul. 


I will begin with the neceſſity of it. So neceſſary 


it is, that I affirm, that real practical religion, 


| Holineſs of Heart and Life, cannot ſubſiſt without | 


* This I prove thus, 


A divine principle planted by the Spirit of God 1 
inthe heart, is the root of all religion in the life 
and practice. Where this principle Is wanting, ” 


vain are all pretenſions to religion. 


But where Cloſet Devotion is ſtatedly and wil- Lo 
fully neglected, there muſt be a want of this inward 


c principle. For 


Every Chriſtian having this Prineiple implanted 
1 in him, it bends and inclines him God-ward. The 
Aͤpaſtle calls it a divine Nature; a heavenly 
offspring. Methinks the words of the Pſalmiſt are 
eęrxpreſſive of this; mine eyes are ever towards the 
Lord. As this principle comes from God, o it 


; tends towards him. 


To talk.of Religion, and live. in a neglect IF ? 


forgetfulneſs of God, is abſurd. A ſoul born from 
above, will aſpire thitherward. This is the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of a good and bad man: The 
former walks with God, walks before God, ſets the 
Lord always before him... The. other lives without 
God in * World. Theſe are Scripture expreſſi- 
. ons, by which good and bad men are characterized. 


In a word, I Chriſtian while on earth, main- 


£ tains a correſpondence with heaven. That prin- 
cCiple within him, which renewing Grace bas intro- 
.. duced, renders him more allied to that world than 


5 to this; therefore be maintains intercourſe mo 
| ; W t 


without 
expreſli- 
terized. 
1, main · 
lac Perm 
as int ro- 
orld than 
ſe there- 
With: 


| with: Which I think is the defi 


95 ſoul i is dead. 


gation to Cloſet Devotion, 


| ceſſity of this 
appear by repreſenting the advantages that attend it. 
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Gen of the Apoſtle; 


when he ſays of himſelf and his fellow Chriſtians, 
And of that of jap? 


Our converſation is in heaven- 


St. Fohn, Truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father. 
ow, how is it poſſible, 7 bis fellowſhip, this 


correſpondence with that world, ſhould be maine 
tained, without Cloſet Devotion ? 


Where a holy diſpoſition governs, it will have 


' recourſe to what has the greateſt aptitude to nouriſh 
and maintain it. 


Every nature does ſo by inſtinct, 


| and that this part of Religion does fo, 1 believe = 
will appear by and by, : 
Ihe breathings of the ſoul God-ward, e 
Where there is Wali of this ane 


ſpiritual life. 


Publick worſhip, if attended. on from principle g 
and inclination, will diſpoſe to Cloſet Religion. 


The man will not be content to addreſs to God in 

ſociety, but will make his private. allies. - The ſoul 

born of God, 1 
ordinances of the Lord blamele fe. He will hav „% 
reſpect unto every precept. BH 

_ "To live wilfully in the 8 4 one part, of | 


|| religious worſhip, gives e of che lincerity of 
he heart in others. | 


will walk in all the. commands and 2 


Where there is a neceſſit 7 of proving the obli- 


fear there is nothing 
of a divine principle yet introduced: That prin- 


ciple is the ſpring of all true Devotion. Can 1 find 
pleaſure and delight in ſocial worſhip, and have no 


inclination for Cloſet Worſhip? It cannot be. How- 
ever, to plead for more of ſuch a diſpoſition, the ne- 
part of Chriſtian Practice will further 


Firſt, One advantage that attends ſolitary Wor- 

ſhip, is "this; we have there the greateſt freedom to 

unboſom our felyes before our | heavenly F "We ; 
| | Ce 


With the ſame fre 


| their own fouls, 
| thay-were 


of cenſüre, 2s to leſs 


LY 

We are there freed from the reſtraints of fear and 
ſhyneſs, which ſometitnes attend us, when we ſpeak 
in worſhip before others. We may 
our wants, and lay 
m as a Child can do to a ten- 
der and compaſſionate parent. We need be under 


no 06 One ſo that rudeneſs and irreverence be ſhut 


dut; for it muſt be remembred, he is a holy and 
jealous God, 
| _ 4 


There 1 no Chriſtian but has. his particular 


complaints and burdens ; which, it may be, would 
$7 to be mentioned before others, no 

not in a private houſe in Family Worſhip. There 
are ſome peculiar ſins and mercies, which are fit 


Hot be 


only 'v to have a place in Cloſet Devotion. 


None who are well acquainted with the ſtate of 
but ruſt acknowledge, that if 


ed to confine themſelves to pub- 
Hick and cia! Worſhip only, 
Opportunity ts vent deſires, and complaints, that 


; = peculiar to their own circumſtances, and known 


o. chemſelves and the ſearcher of hearts, 
= t is Hot that the caſe of eve perſon, 
e i! joins in publick or family worſhip, 1 
ſuited by Hitn that leads, as it may be, by each 
| Yong for himſelf in private. 5 
And it is ſureiy no ſtnall advantage, that the 
freedom the cloſet affords, delivers om the fear 
expreſſions, or beha- 
be allowable in private, which 


viour. That may 
agreeable, it may be, to thoſe 


would not be ſo 


 - Who join with us in ſocial worſhip; namely, a pe- 
culiar earneſtneſs and pungency of expreſſion, from 
a heart full, even ready to burſt; or the heart may 
be ſo full, 48 to be unable to expreſs itſelf in words, 
4 therefore gives vent in nen and groans; a 
language 


tell him all 
before him all our burdens, 


though he be gracious and mer- 


they wotild want an 


1d be 


Ly. 


language very intelligible to an all- Knowing and 
compaſſionate God. E 
We ſerve a good God, who will make merciful 
\ allowances; and when it is our beſt, will accept 
of performances, that, it 
ceptable to our fellow Chriſtians that j join with us. 
Oh the private burdens that have this way been 
made to fit eaſy! the ſecret, fins here lamented, 
and for which a pardon has been ſeal'd ! the divine LEY, 
manifeſtations that have been here afforded ! which 
to mention in ſocial worſhip, would look like 
oſtentation, and therefore muſt be the matter of 50 


be would not be ac- 


ſecret praiſe and thankſgiving. 


Secondly, Hereby the Chriſtian gives the trueſt 5 
evidence of the Hap nas of his heart towards Gd. 
Every man is truly what he is when alone. Exter- 
nal motives may incline and aſſiſt to the perform. 
ance of publick and focial worſhip : but it muſt be 
ſomewhat of diſpoſition, and inclination, that 
prompts to the conſcientious diſcharge of Cloſet = 
Duties: A ſtrong byas of ſoul God-ward, that can- 


not content itſelf with ſtated acts of publick wor- 


ſhip, but muſt have its excurſions and ſallies in | 


Private corners. 


Where this part of Religion is pes attended to, „ 
it proves that the ſoul has received a divine toueh; _ 
draw me and 1 will run after thee: A propenſion „ 
of ſoul is introduced that ſtrongly inclines it this 
way. It ſeems then to be in its element, wien 
retired from the noiſe and buſtle of the world, to 


pour out its very heart into the boſom of its hea- 


venly Father, unſeen, and unheard by all, but 
that Omniſcient God, wh. whom its great 'buſi- 


nels lies. 


How does the Chriſtian's love to God herein diſ- 
cover it ſelf! what meltings of heart from a ſenſe ot 


its W aud e carriage how kindly 


does 
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does he mourn before the Lord! none but the Chit | 
ſtian himſelf can expreſs it; and ſometimes it is be- 


yond his own expreſſion. What a flame has been kin- 


5 . dled in his breaſt, breaking forth into the higheſt ado- 


rations and prai iſes, holy reſolutions and purpoſes, 


longing for the commencement of that better, that | 
1 rect world, where his love will have no degree 3 
of diſaffection, and will be in HRP exerciſe | 


without any interruption! 


MMiuſt it not recommend this part of Religion 
do our practice, that it gives ſuch an advantage for 
the inſtancing of our love to God? If we have an 
in ward beloved pious friend, muſt we not be glad 
of opportunity for converſe with him, to hear his 
 edifying diſcourſe, and mutually to impart tokens 


of the moſt tender affection ? Hence it is, the 
Chriſtian ſo often ſteps aſide for converſe with the 
God whom he loves; and where his love has op- 


portunity to expreſs it ſelf in the moſt lincere and 


undiſguiſed manner. _ 
Il do believe, if we are e of the frame of 


our heart, in our private tranſactions with God, 


we might be able to paſs a judgment upon our tate: 


when theſoulis as it wereundreG'd, and fripp'd of | 


all diſguiſe. 


Thirdly, A faithful Abende of Cloſet Duties, ü 
is a likely way for obtaining that inward calm, ; 


peace and ſupport under trouble of every ſort, as 
is not to be had by any other means. How many 
from their own experience can ſay, they have in 
private poured out their complaints tq their hea- 
venly Father, and have gone away no more ſad? 


They have obtained that compoſure and calm of 


mind, having caſt their burden on him, which they 


could not obtain any other way. We find it often 


gives eaſe to a diſtreſſed perſon, under ſome over- 
Whelming outward troub e to open his caſe to ſome 


com- 


S oc „ ..iac x 


hr 


is be- 
kin- 
ado- 
"ſes, 
that 
egree 


erciſe 


ligion 
ge for 
ve an 


e glad 


dar his 
tokens 
s, the 
th the 
as Op- 


re and 


ame of 
God, 
r {tate 3 
pp'd of 


Duties, 
| calm, 


ſort, as 
many 
have in 
eir hea- 
Ye fad? 
calm of 
ich they 
it often 
1e Over- 
to ſome 


Com- 


18 
e faithful friend; tho it thay be, iis 


not in his power to help hitn, et the very telling 

his caſe has yielded him relief. What then muſt it 
be to the Chriſtian, labouring Wen inward trouble 
as well as outward, (a very ſuppoſeable caſe) to 


open his heart to his heavenly Father, one able and 


willing to afford him relief, ſuitable to the exigence 
of his caſe? This has ſometimes procured that 
compoſure, that has been ſurprizing to the Chri- 
ſttian himſelf —— My heavenly Father knows all n u] 
grief and burdens, he is wiſe and good, pitiful and 
_ compaſſionate, help will come, or I ſhall be inabled in 


a Chriſtian manner to bear my trouble, and of 


reap profit by it, as it will promote my beft intergſt. 


Were it not for this liberty of opening our caſe 


$ to a compaſſionate God, what a diſtreſſed ſtate 
would the Chriſtian be 1 in, very often as to out- 


ward troubles, always as to inward trouble ? Help 


| is not to be had but by this courſe; and this is ef. 
fectual. I dare appeal to the Experience of every 


real Chriſtian, whether he hath not found it fo. 


The reſult has deen, That compoſure of mind; That 
| ſubmiſſion to the will of God; That hope in the 


promiſe, that has been like an anchor to the foul ; 


fo that when all has been in a hurry and confulion 
without, he has enjoy'd undiſturbed peace within, 


He has got above this lower world, v:hich alone is 


ſubject to ſtorms and tempeſts, into the upper 


peaceful regions, where all is calm and ſerene, 
His foul has found reſt in God, when nothing ir: 
this world could yield it him. "He has Rad peace 
ſpoken to him in ſo powerful a manner as to huſh 
all his inward perturbations. When the ſtorm 
has been at the higheſt, a calm in his own breaſt | 


bas unexpectedly commenced, and raiſed him above 
all his fears, and invigorated his foul for the ſer- 
vice of God; which * hicnſeif has been . 


It is to be remembred, 
principally between God and the ſoul. One chief 
work of the Cloſer is, 
_upward: to inſpect the frame of the mind, as well 


C0 ) 


Ces take away. 
I cannot forbear giving a well atteſted inftance 


of this, in the beſt manner my memory will ad- 
mit, having read it near fifty years ago in Mr. — 


ming fulfilling of Scripture. 


An eminentiy pious miniſter in North Britain: 


having an only child, a ſon, remarkable for his ſe- 


riouſneſs, ſeized by a threatning diſtemper, it ſo 


. imprefſed him, that he ſeemd inconſolable. It 


pleaſed God to take this deſirable child to himſelf, 


Which the relatives fear'd would prove a heart- 
breaking to the aged parent: when the news was 
brought him, he receiv'd it with ſilence; but im- 
ods retired to his ſtudy for ſeveral hours: 
Upon his return, he appear'd ſo chearful, calm and 
2 — that ſome about him thought him not ſuf- 
ficiently ſenſible of the hand of God in the rebuke: 
Being appriſed of this, he aſſured his friends, he 
nad met with that from God in his cloſet, which 
to enjoy again, he could have been content, were 


it poſſible, to loſe twenty ſuch ſons, 
And how many inſtances of the like nature 


1 might we have, would Chriſtians record and tranſ- 
mit their ex periences? Hannah and David] in holy 
writ are eminently ſuch. 


Fourthly, Hereby the Chriſtian LESS for his 


: improvement in the divine life, and thereby in his 


meetneſs for the heavenly world, as by this part of 
_ Chriſtian practice he grows in "ſelf acquaintance, 
this part of Religion lics 


to look inward, as well as 


2 to reflect on, and call itſelf to an account for 
its 


ED |: was 2 pence fpoken from wn; a peace which | 
the world thoꝰ enjoy'd in utmoſt perfection could not 
- give; nor the moſt GG worldly circumſtan- 


rc. 
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its outward behaviour. Cloſet Duties rightly ma- 


naged, will not ſuffer the Chriſtian to b 2 
* home. There will he become eee, wah 5 
his own weakneſſes and wants; with the governing 


diſpoſition of his ſoul, what it tends toand aims at. 


Can II come into A e and not ask my 


ſelf ſuch queſtions as theſe? What has the prevailing 


teruper of my mind been this day? Has it 5 
I or the world ? has it been fviritual 3 ö 
Have I not forgotten that the eye of God has been 
5 3 me? Have I made bold with any temptation? . 
ve Ilet down my watch? What intercourſe with 
the heavenly world have I kept up? Has Religion 5 
mingled it ſelf with my worldly buſineſs? Deke 5 
my ſecular affairs, or it may be ſome carnal grati . 
fication, had . heart, and ingroſied my | 
2 ——— If upon inquiry we find cauſe = 
for humiliation, how — it afl the 8 _ 
be forced to ſay, it has not been with me this by 
as it ought! inſtead of advancing heaven-ward 1 3 


thoughts? — 


" . 


have loſt ground, — This throws the / 
5 his knees 5 he laments his folly; eee 
on; ingages for amendment; and bein 3 = 
ſenſible of his weakneſs, he becomes wy, > f. : 
ful and ſuſpicious of himſelf, and more n 
further ſupplies of grace, to enable him for a more : 


cloſe and accurate walk with God for the future. 


If upon inquiry he finds he has bee be 
eee 
ſerious ſpirit has been maintain'd and inſtanc'd "i | 
ther in his diſcourſe, or by the ſecret workin 5 of 
his ſoul toward God, this leads him to thankful | 


neſs, and excites love and praiſe. _ 


Now, how naturally does this tend to improve. 


the Chriſtian in the divine life? For hereby decays 


in Religion become ſoon viſible : The leaſt wan 

Ggring or deviation from the. divine rule, the Chri= 
1 F 

- 5 ſtian 


tm) 


tian is immediately appriſed . and cannot botbe 


uneaſy under. 
Ik chis practice be kept up ne cannot 


backſlide; he cannot 8 and tie Jon in | 


| any finful courſe; it cauſes that uneaſineſs to him, 


that his future watch becomes more ſtrict, and his 
walk more circumſpect. He has found it an evil 
thing, and bitter to ſin againſt God; he feels that 

_ remorſe, that burden upon his ſpirit, that muſt ex- |} 
cite reſolution by help from heaven, to avoid for 

the future what he has found fo grievous. He has 
alſo in his retirement taſted that the Lord is graci- |} 


ous : Thoſe peculiar manifeſtations of divine love 


afforded him there, and the exerciſe of holy love 
toward God, has often ſet him above the World; 
Jo that he could with contempt deſpiſe its frowns, 8 
and trample on its moſt alluring temptations: He 
has had ſuch a taſte of what is more noble and di- 
vine as to diſreliſh all below. This has tripped 
_ preſent things of their falſe beauty; has ſullied their 
glory; ſo that they have become as a dead, or cru- 
. ciked thing unto him. As for the pleaſures of ſin, 
they are ſenſibly loathed, as baſe and ſordid, un- 
worthy a ſoul thus privileged with heavenly and 
ſpiritual delights. By this practice the Chriſtian 
becomes better acquainted with the heavenly world, 
nas he has ſome foretaſte of its imployment, enjoy- 4 
ments, and company. How many can witneſs, they _ 
never were ſo near heaven, never had ſuch clear 
views of that happy ſtate, as when engaged in deep 
meditation, humble prayer and praiſe in their clo- 
ſets. The bleſſedneſs of that world has been anti- 


cipated; they have taſted ſome of che firſt fruits 


and earneſts of it. They have grieved that the ne- 
cCeſſities of the preſent life, have forced them to at- 
tend to other things, and leave what was ſo tranſport- 
ing. How has the heart glow'd with! loye to 21 0 


s, they 
1 clear 
n deep 
ir clo?- 
m anti- 


t fruits 


the ne- 
11t0 a- 
nſport- 


o God 


1 


and the Redeemer! and what endearing tokens has 
he received of God's Love to him! affuring him of 
the heavenly inheritance, and exciting his longings 
for the full poſſeſſion. The Chriſtian has been 
ready to think, ſurely after this, I ſhall not return to 
folly : ſhall I ſtoop to what is impure and ſinful, 
after ſuch ſights, and ſuch taſtes as I have had! 
Oh, that it might be always thus; that I might 


deſcend to this earth no more! 
What a reliſh muſt. this leave up 


enjoyments ſhall be perfected and perpetuated ? _ 


I know this is called by ſome, Enthuſiaſm, mere 
fancy: But how many are able to atteſt it as the 

_ greateſt reality? The mighty vigour ſuch experien- 
ces have been attended with; enabling the Chri- 
ſtian for the hardeſt, and moſt ſelf-denying duties ; 
influencing to the moſt extenſive uſefulneſs: even 
to the utmoſt of talents and opportunity; and to 
the greateſt humility, and ſtricteſt watchfulneſs ; _ 


mult evidence, it is no imaginary thing: And that 


thoſe who have been thus influenced by ſuch _ 
vouchfafements, have been under as regular an exer= 

| Ciſe of their underſtanding, as any perſons whatever, 
PFifthly, the duties of the Cloſet rightly dif- 
charged, will greatly fit for the due performance 
of ſocial and publick worſhip. There is fo cloſe a 
connection between them, that a ſtated and wil- 
ful neglect, or ſuperficial performance of either, 
will influence and affect all the reſt. That man is 
beſt prepared to lead, or joyn in family worſhip, 
that has been with God in private; when he has 
warm'd his heart by ſecret converſe with God a- 
lone: When the members of a family in their ſeveral 
retirements, have been importunate with God for 


e 


the ſpirit? 
How vain would one think it to tempt the Chri- 
ftian to turn aſide into any forbidden paths? 
Oh when will that world commence, when thefe 


614) 


his bleſſing on EP worſhip, how well diſpoſed are 


they for benefit by it? For miniſters in their 


ſtudies, to beg of God his bleſſing on their pub- 


lick miniftrations to their people, going as it were 


off their knees to the pulpit, which I know has 


been the practice of ſome with great ſucceſs; and 
People in their cloſets, earneſt for the reſence of 


__ God with their miniſters, how hopetul does it 
look? If minifters and people meet together for 


; publick worſhip, thus kindly affected to one ano- 


| ther, it looks as if God would meet them both, F 
E ann eminent manner afford them his preſence 


and his bleſſing, to their mutual joy and comfort. 


I am perſuaded, one reaſon why the publick mi- 


| 9 4 is no more ſucceſsful, is the neglect of this: 


Me get no more good by them, becauſe we pray | 
no more, nor no better for them. Can it be ex- 
pected, that God ſhould give us what we deſire 


not? Were ſome time conſtantly ſet apart on Sa- 


tturday evening, or Lord's-day morning for this 


_ _ good work, might we not hope for more ſucceſs 
on publick worſhip, for the revival of practical 
Religion among us? And without this practice I 


cannot think it rational to expect any good from 


publick worſhip, either to our ſelves or others: 
For where there is not ſomething of this, there 


ſeems to want a diſpoſition for advantage by the 


_ apteſt and moſt probable means. 

No ſoul ſincerely attended on divine inftitutions 
of worſhip, with this as the very language of his hearr, 
Oh that God would meet me this day and bleſs me! 
and had reaſon to ſay, he was altogether diſap- 
E but was either more humble, or watchful; 

a 


d more of love to God, and goodneſs by his 1 


attendance. _ 
T cannot forbear making a pauſe. Maſt we not 


wonder at the amazing condeſcention of the gr Ir 
| Go 
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| God, who is always ſurrounded with an innume- 


rable hoſt of adoring admiring creatures; that he 


ſhould vouchiafe to admit, yea, to invite ſuch deſ- 


picable worms of the earth as we, to converſe with 


himſelf! How well has he provided for our en- . 


couragement in this part of our duty? He has ap- 


pointed a Mediator to ſupply our want of merit, 
who will introduce us with acceptance: He bas 
promiſed his holy Spirit to aſſiſt us, by helping our 
infirmities: Hereby the Chriſtian is delivered from 
theſe two diſcouraging conſiderations, unworthi- 
neſs and inability. 
viſion, live in the ſtated neglect of this duty? God 


Shall we after this kind pro- 


I wouldnowendeayour to aſſiſt my ſelf, by ſome 
plain directions, in the right performance of this 
neceſſary part of Chriſtian practice, Cloſet De- 
JJ rw oo on LY Hs 
- Firſt, When retired, labour to poſſe your mind 
with a firm belief of the preſence of that God you 
| Profeſs to worſhip. Remember he is a God of 
terrible majeſty ; who hates all the workers of ini: 

' quity ; to whom all things, and all hearts are naked 
and open. A God that cannot be deceived; that 
will not be mocked ; a jealous God, who will be 


ſanctified by all that approach to worſhip him. A 


ſenſe of this will be a means to ſtrike the mind with 


a holy awe; and thereby prevent all irreverent, 


and mean thoughts of the God we worſhip. This 


will ſeclude and ſhut out, what is unbecoming 


ſuch a preſence. It will ſet, and keep the world 


at the foot of the mount, when we go up to wor- 
ſhip, whereby it will be unable to intrude, and in- 
terrupt, to the degree that otherwiſe it would. 
This will help us to watch over our hearts, that 
they don't give us the flip, and will command 


| them 0 ſeriouſneſs; and there's need of all the 


C2 „„ 
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help poſſible; for let us retire as much as we will 
from the world, we can't retire from our felves : 


We carry about us even into our cloſets what will 
difturb and divert, if we forget whole eye is upon 


= then in an eſpecial manner. 
Ihe ſenſe © 


truſt in him; embolden d by his gracious promile, 
< that if we ſeek him, 


lation of a Father, our Father in heaven; who ſees 


us in ſecret, and is well pleaſed with our lincere ſer- 


vices, though hid from the eye of all the world. 


When we enter our cloſets, it will be of uſe 


5 unto us, to dee Our fouls 1 in * ſuch language 
as this. 


> Remember, On TY it 1s the moſt ſerious 
* thing 1 in the ak to approach the preſence of 
© the God of heaven; his eyes are as a flame of - 


E fire; he knows thy ends, is privy to the mo- 


e tives that incline thee to thy preſent duty- 
Therefore look well to it that thou fo behaveſt, 


c“ as to appeal to this all knowing God, that i it is 
< his favour thou ſeekeſt with thy whole heart. 


Secondly, Maintain a deep ſenſe of our own un- 


3 The Chriſtian is in the next diſpoſition 


for mercy, when in the exerciſe of the deepeſt hu- 


mility. This temper of mind will have place in 


heaven. I am perſuaded, the perfected ſpirits about 


the throne above, have meaner thoughts of them- 


ſelves, than we have of our ſelves: Their nearneſs 
do that infinitely glorious Being, muſt fink them in 
their on eſteem. Hence it is, that the bleſſed in- 


; habitants of that world, are repreſented, as falling 
before him that ſits upon the throne, worthiping, 


the preſence of Ged will alſo be 
our encouragement ; it will excite our hope ang 


he will be found of us; and 
© that he is good to the ſouls that ſeek him. "And bs, 
what an encouragement muſt it be, that he is re- 


preſented to us under the kind and endearing re- 


and 


(17) 


and caſting down their crowns. How much is 
there in the beſt of us, and when we do our beſt, 
to cover with ſhame and confuſion, when we ap- 


proach the preſence of this holy Lord God? Moe 


is me, ſays the Propł. et, for I am undone, becauſe I 
am a man of unclean lips, for mine eyes have 41 
the King the Lord of boſis. And Job xlii. 5, 6. 
5 - mine eyes have ſeen thee, therefore I abhor 
my felf in duft and afhes. Lie in the duſt there- 
fore, that is the proper place for a ſinful creature. 
A proud {inner is a monſtrous ſight. A creature 
that deſerves hell, to be cated 

exerciſe of humility, will experience thoſe inti- 


macies on God's part toward him, as will be a 


lively image of the bleſſedneſs of the heavenly 


world. For r 1/ai. IXvi. 2. To this Man will I look, 


that is of a poor and contrite ſpirit. Thegreat God 3 
ſeems to ſingle out ſuch a one for his peculiar fa- 
vourite, The exerciſe of this grace will greatly 
alliſt in the exerciſe of other graces that Cloſet De- 
Vvotion calls for. Love to God never burns with ſo 
bright a flame, as when we are loweſt in our w-. 
eyes. How will it exalt our praiſes and adoration 
for redeeming grace and love? how direct will the 
eye of our faith be, to the blood of Jeſus, as the 
only foundation of our hope? And as this temper 


of: mind diſpoſes for the moſt intimate; conyerſe 


with God, fo will thoſe vouchſafements be beſt 
evidenced by our growth in humility. 
Thirdly, Keep up a conſtant watch PA wy what 
would hinder your A in Cloſet Duties; and 
alſo, againſt what would hinder your acceptable | 
performance of them. A watch is neceſſary againſt 
what would hinder your ingaging; ſuch is a hurry | 
of worldly buſineſs. How great an enemy is this 
to Cloſet Religion? I have no time ſay ſome. But 
a e forecaſt, why a ſerious yu will ealily 5 
Set 


A foul in the 
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: get over this difficulty: and againſt this, do but fot 


the neceſſity of it, and there will need no more. 
Another hindrance is immoderate paſſion: How 
diſturbing is this? It unkits for the ſervice both of 


God and man. Watch alſo againſt what will hinder F 
the acceptable performance of Cloſet Duties. If the | 


world accompany there, it will ſpoil all. A heart 


full of cares and projects for the world, will find but 
little room for better things: Therefore carefully F 

watch againſt it. The greateſt hindrance of all 
s a carnal mind; a heart ſtrongly inpreſſed by fen- 
ſible things: Thoſe- impreſſions will accompany 


you; be as private as you will, you cannot fly from 
your ſelves; therefore the ſtricter muſt be your 
watch. And as the beſt preſervative, let it be 
vour endeavour to get a frame of mind more 
ſtatedly and intirely ſpiritual. Be alarm'd at the 
very firſt excurſion your hearts make. I know this 
is painful work, and will coſt you many a ſtruggle, 


but it is neceſſary, if you make any thing of Cloſet 


Religion; and the fruit will reward the labour. 


Wben your heart begins to wander, immediately 


call it back; awe it wich the divine preſence. © O 


© & my ſoul, remember where thou art, and that the 


&. eye of a jealous God is upon thee; loſe not the 
advantage thou mayeſt receive by the preſent 
© duty, through thy heedleſs behaviour; forget not 

© what thy buſineſs is, trifling will not do here; 

“e for thou art tranſacting with the God of heaven, 
© about matters of eyerlaſting importance. 

By fuch means you will keep your mind ſteady, 
though after all there will be room for ſelf-abaſe- 
ment. How hard to watch one hour! '—_ 


Fourthly, Be ſure to addreſs to God in the name 


of Jeſus Chrit, 


It was not becoming the offended Sovereign of 
heaven and earth, to treat with a guilty world, but 


pa (19) N 
in and through a Mediator: To this office the 


Lord Jeſus is appointed. He is the only Mediator 


between God and man. He is the appointed way 


unto the Father. Sinners muſt return to the God 


from whom they are revolted, by him. Through 
him alone is a holy God reconcilable to a guilty 
world. All good from God is diſpenſed to us by 


| the hands of this Jeſus: And all ſervices from us, 
| muſt bepreſented by his hand, as our great Advo- _ 


cate, if ever we hope for acceptance: His merits 


{| areour moſt powerful plea; on his blood muſt we 


bottom all our hopes of mercy. The moſt prevalent 


argument in our prayers is, for the ſake of the 


bleſſed Jeſus hear us O Lord! 


What a good foundation is this for the faith and : 


hope of every penitent {inner in his addreſſes to 
God for mercy ? But what diſcouraging apprehen- 
ſions muſt he lie under in his approaches to a holy 


God, if his eye be not directed to a crucified Je- 
ſus? Through him it is that a juſt and righteous. 


God is known as the Father of mercies, and the | 
God of all grace. V e Sher OST 


This Jeſus can bear the ſtreſs of our hopes, 
though raiſed as high as heaven it ſelf. Having one 
ſo powerful and compaſſionate, and that has ſuch _ 
intereſt above, how may it incourage us in all our 

| addreſſes to God? We may come boldly to the 


throne of grace, having ſuch an High Prieſt. Our 


own unworthineſs, our guilty fears, need be no diſ- 


couragement. The demands of the broken law, 


the miſgivings of our ſuſpicious minds, the accuſati- 


ons of Satan, they are all anſwered by this, © Je- 


< ſus Chriſt has died a propitiatory ſacrifice for the 


cc fins of an apoſtate world. 


Fifthly, call in the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
who is promiſed to help our infirmities, Os 


of this Divine Agent. 


5 pray in or by the ſpirit. 
excited by him, he working on our minds as rea- 


(20) 
know not what wo pray for as we ought, but by 


| his aſſiſtance. 


Let who will make this the matter of their ſport, 


| * eſteem all things of this nature romantick, it 
is doubtleſs quite otherwils. 


I confeſs for perſons 
to converſe only with the outſide, and empty for- 


malities of religion, needs no ſupernatural aſſiſ- 
tance; they are of themſelves equal to it, from the | 
1 ability which they have for the performing he 
Actions of natural life: But could I perſuade them 
to endeavour acquaintance with the life and power 
of religion, they would ſoon be convinced, of the 
_ neceſſity and reality of the Spirit's influence. 


Therefore pity their ignorance, and ſelf deceit ; 


Gs 2 ſpeaking evil of what they do not under- 


| Never let the Chriſtian bow the kid before 
Almighty God, without ſupplicating the aſſiſtance 
And know for your incou- 


ragement, the more you depend on his influence, 3 
the more ſucceſs you are like to have. 


Then may you hope for audience, when you 
Then when our deſires are 


ſonable creatures; giving us a ſenſe of our wants, 


and of the worth of the mercies we pray for; ffir- 


ring up faith and hope, humility and importunity. 


Can we doubt of audience of thoſe prayers, that 


are of the Spirit's exciting? To this end carry it 
well toward him in your ordinary walk. If you 
grieve him he will retire; and then what dull 
work will you make of it in your cloſet? what a 
lumpiſh, 4 Ju. diſtracted frame will ſucceed the 
ab 00 of his influence? And how ſhould it be 


otherwiſe? Does not your own experiences witneſs 
to this? Therefore cheriſh his motions, and com- 


by with every hint of his will, 3 
N „ Ic 
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Jes by the _ agency,. that the God of 
heaven converſes with his ſervants here below: 
Therefore, when you find the bleſſed One begin 
to breath, by exciting ſome ſerious thoughts, or 


_ by impreſſing your mind by ſome divine truth, and 


ſtirring up a devout frame of ſpirit, be ſure you 


uſe of it, ſpread your fails to receive it: 'B this 
means further aſſitance will not be wanting; for he 
is always at hand, ready to afford it: Though too 
often we ſo behave toward him, as that it would 
not be for his honour to carry it towards us, in the 
ſame friendly manner as when we are moſt regard- : 
ful of him: For he is jealous, and tender; he can- 
not bear with unkind repulſes, without tellifying | 

And in nothing is his reſentment 

ſooner found, as to thoſe who are his temples, than 


by ſuffering them to fink into a lifileſs frame for 35 
religious duties, eſpecially thoſe of the Cloſer, for 
it is there firlt diſcovered. In a word, depend 
upon him, and be ſubject to him. 


Sirchly, Be ſure the ſacceſs of your Cloſer De- 
votion ſhow it ſelf by a growing purity of heart 
and life. Propoſe this as your end by all, and be 


intent upon it; otherwiſe, it is all mocking, Let 
not your behaviour in the world contradict your 


Cloſet Duties. Be able to reflect on your prayers, 
and reſolutions in ſecrer, without a bluſh. Let the 
holineſs, and heavenlineſs of your converſation, 


prove the lincerity of your hearts in your tranſ. 


actions with God in private. Endeavour not only 
to be unblameable, but exemplary. Take not up 


with a low grovelling ſtate of religion, this will 


diſgrace your hopes, and diſparage your private 
devotions. 


| Endeavour the fruits of your ſecret converſe with 
God, may ſhew themſelves in your es and in 
D your 


account it a favourable wind; make 


ET 


your walk. That your family and relatives may 


_ obſerve, you are indeed the better in every rela- 


tion in which you ſtand, for what you meet with 
of God in your private corners. That what you 
there find, inables you to check your worldlineſs, 


ſink your pride, quell every inordinate paſſion, and _ 


heighten your uſefulneſs. That you are more ſpi- 


ritual and divine in temper and converſation. That 
on what ſide ſoever you are view'd, whether at 


home, or abroad; in company, or alone, you al- 


Ways appear the Chriſtian : That is a diſciple and 
_ follower of Jeſus, abounding in all the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, to the glory of God, humility, meek-. 
neſs, beneficence, patience, juſtice, and univerſal _ 


When you have been praying againſt any par- 


| ticular corruption, let your watch againſt it be the 
ſtricter, be ſure you indulge to nothing that leads 
to it, or that looks like it. When you have been 


praying for any particular mercy, look after your 


Prayers, obſerve and record what anſwer you re- 

Cceive, for your future encouragement. | 

But expect upon your return into the world, 
attempts will be made by your grand enemy; he 


will try, in confederacy with the unhealed part 
within you (which is always on his fide) to undo 
all: Therefore your guard muſt be the ſtricter, 


_ and by ſo much the more ſo, as your vouchſafe- 


ments have been the greater. . 
Seventhly, Be much in praiſe and thankſgiving; 
let this be a principal part of your Cloſet Devotion. 


Il think a praiſeful temper of ſoul, is the moſt de- 
firable for a Chriſtian to be found in, when his 
Lord ſhall come, as it is a frame of mind, which 
comes neareſt to that we ſhall be poſſeſſed of in 
the heavenly world. They that dwelt in that houſe 
hole, are ever praiſing; and boy ſhould it be 

5 5 other- 


ECW) 
raids! > For there the bleſſed God and the Re- 


deemer appear in all their glories, to the view of 
thoſe perfected beings who inhabit that world. 


Let us inure and accuſtom our ſelves to this work 


of praiſe and adoration. 
giſh heart : 


think what is doing in that world: Fetch down 2 
coal from the heavenly altar, to warm, yea, in- 


Heave at a dull and ſlug- | 


flame a frozen heart, that ir may be enabled in 
ſome acceptable manner to echo to the n ee 
ballelujahs of the heavenly choir. | 


Study the amazing diſplays of divine love in the : 


redemption of a loſt world by Jeſus Chriſt; affect 


your minds therewith; let 8-49 thoughts dwell _ 
upon it till you find love and praiſe excited. This 
will have a tendency to enlarge your ſpirits, and 


help them to a better diſcharge of other Cloſer 5 


Duties. 


110 3 the ee with this view, as the = 
record of God's 200d will to an apoſtate world, as 


it declares unto us the way of our perſonal intereſt 


in all our Redeemer has done and ſuffered, will 5 


contribute greatly to our profiting by them. 
This will aſſiſt in the duty of divine meditation, 


will furniſh us with matter for our thoughts Ta _— 


dwell upon with delight; and leave ſuch a favour 
on our minds, as will influence to a more N and 
cloſe walk with God. 

What a chearfulneſs will this produce: in the 
Chriſtian's ordinary converſe ? A praiſeful frame of 
ſpirit will greatly credit religion, and render it 
alluring to obſervers. This will be a means to de- 
liver many a ſerious perſon from the gloomy, diſ- 
couraging apprehenſions they labour under, to the 


torment of their own minds, and the reproach of 
N it ſelf. 


— 
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Look more frequently upward, and 


„n) ĩðͤ Wer 9 
I could wiſh this part of religion had a greater 
place in our publick worſhip, and were not crouded 
into a corner, as too often it is. What can be a 
more proper imployment for Chriſtians on a Lord's 
day, than to celebrate the praiſes of God and the 
Redeemer, which will be ſo great a part of the 
work of heaven? Rev. v. 11. I beheld, and heard © 


the voice of many angels about the throne, —— and 


the number of them was ten thouſand times ten thou- 
and, and thouſands of thouſands; ſaying with a loud 
voice, worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive | 
' power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and bo- 
 mour, and glory, and bleſſing. —— Bleſſing, and bo- 
naour, and glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever. Though alas! when we have done our beſt, 


| how faint and languid are our praiſes! what diſ- 


cord, compared with the adoration about the ce- 
leſtial throne! There, is all tranſport and extaſy! 
However, let us make an attempt; riſe as high as 

we can; make a trial, and taſte delight in it; en- 
cCouraging our ſelves with this thought, that when 

mortality ſhall put on immortality we ſhall do it 


f 1 
Eighthly, In your prayers confine not your re- 
gard to your own particular concerns; or that of 


your family; but lift up a prayer for the miſerable 
world, that is under the power of the wicked one, 


|  call'dthe God of this world by uſurpation. 


Beg of God he would: extend the Redeemer's 
kingdom upon the ruins of Satan's empire. Pray 


for the peace of Jeruſalem; they ſhall proſper that 


| love her. Beg a bleſſing on goſpel inſtitutions 


 whereſoever, and by whomſoever faithfully diſ- 
ed; That through a divine bleſſing there may 


penſe 
; be a remarkable ſpread of real religion, holineſs of 


heart and life. Let the ſucceſs of the miniſters of 
8 eee 
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(9 
denomination miniſter to you? 
And let not 


of ſnares and temptations: That God would ſecure 


to himſelf a ſeed to ſerve him, that there may ne- 
ver want multitudes, to abet and ſupport his inte- 


reſt in the world, when the preſent ſett of aged = 


Chriſtians are going off fo faſt. 


Finally, Behave in your Cloſet as a ayng perſon. ad 


As one aſſured it will not be long ere an unchange- 


able world will take place. Look upon your Clo- 


ſet as your tyring room for eternity. Propoſe it o N 


your ſelf —— I would ſo act as to promote my reudi- 


eps for death and juds -ment, that awful ſcene that. 


will ſoon open. Forgetfulneſs of this is the ſource 

of all our trifling in the ſervice of God and our 
fouls. With what attention ſhall I read the 
word of God, when I remember it will be the 


I rule of judgment? With what fervour ſhall T 
|| put up my prayers to God? How intenſe will my 
thoughts bein divine meditation? How curious m 


ſearches? how ſtrict my watch? did I ſet the eter- 
nal world before me. We ſhould then find our 
omiſſions fit heavy upon us, as well as our com- 
miſſions. We ſhould then look to the manner how 
we performed religious duties, as well as that we 
did perform them; principally endeavouring in all, to 


approve our ſelves to our judge; whole approbati- 7 


on alone will be of ſervice to us in that awful day, 
For, alas! the moſt ſplendid profeſſion, the good 
opinion of all our fellow creatures, yea, our own 
good opinion of our ſelves, are all nothing when . 
compar'd with the good word of our Lord. 15 
Ihougnhts of this fort will greatly aſſiſt us in our 
So behave, O my ſoul as to 
5 Ake able to appeal to * ſearcher of hearts, that 


ber 


1 r 
ce perfect conformity to. his holy image, and the 


“e full enjoyment of. him in the heavenly 


« nothing below this can ſatisfy thee. 


| Repreſent. to your ſelf the joyful appearance of , 
that day: What tranſporting joy will be ſeen in 
the looks of all thoſe happy ſouls, who have here 


made it their buſineſs to walk with God, and to 


| live to God? repreſent to your {elf the terrors of 
"that day; what ſhame, confuſion and horror, will 
ſit on the faces of thoſe miſerable forlorn wretches, 1 
who lived without God in the world; yea, in open 
againſt him? They who ſpurned at the 
did deſpite to «he Spirit of 
grace; bartering away endleis bleſſedneſs, for a 
ſenſual gratification. Then, too late will they find, 
that in ſinning againſt Ged they wronged their own 


_ rebellion 
| bowels of a Saviour; 


ſouls; and that the wages of ſin is death. 
The final ſentence will convince them, that a 


Saviour was not alw ays to be trifled with; that he 
rreſented their baſe and unkind treatment of him, 
in refuſing ſubjection to him who is appointed Lord 
of all; and who, though Lord, intreated and be- 


ſeeched them to accept of him as their Saviour. 


This, the wretches were told of over and over 


| again; but the world had their hearts, their luſts 
had their love; after their idols they would go; 

let God and conſcience, miniſters and relatives ſay 
What they would. But now the maſter of the 


houſe is riſen up, and has ſhut to the door of mer- 


Cy againſt them, and that for ever. 


Will not ſuch thoughts as theſe ftrike the ain 


With ſeriouſneſs, and pur fervour into « our Devo- 
2 tions ? 
Nc, O my foul, art thou lining up * the 


£4 comfort of a dying day, a and a judgment day, if 


chou art not — to * ſelf; hols are thy 


world, 
cc thou accounteſt the ſum of bleſſedneſs; and that 


= pre- 


© preparatory Aitigs how oon the ſeaſon of get- 
ting ready may be at an end thou canſt not tell; 


_ © therefore double thy diligence, abound in the 5 
FE 65 work of the Lord, as knowing, yy thy 
-< jabour ſhall not de in vain? 


I might add under the head of direQion, reli- 


gious converſe, as a great help to cloſet devotion. 
IT be rareneſs of religious diſcourſe, is an evidence 
of the decay of the life of religion. 


How often do 
Chriſtians meet together, and not a word ſaid of 


| the world they profeſs to be going unto? A lively 5 
Cbriſtian is never more in his element, than when 


ſuch diſcourſe is ſet on foot. How ſeldom is ir 


that our character as Chriſtians, can be known by 

our converſe? whereas were religious diſcourſe 

more faſhionable, the flame would be kept alive, 

{| which was kindled in our cloſet, and the Chriſtian | 1 

in a ready poſture for the duties of his retirement. e 
But for want of this, every time we come there, 

much labour is neceſſary to wipe off the ſully, chat 93 
by trifling converſation we have contracted, and to 5 


recover a frame ſuited to fo ſolemn work. 
Religious diſcourſe would be a mighty help to 


the acquiring 2 /ated ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, and that 
would be found the beſt preparation for every reli- 
gious duty, whether publick or private. 


Without 
care to maintain this frame of mind, we ſhall make 
but ſmall progreſs in religion. Happy the man 


that by care and watchfulneſs has acquired chis. 
How ready is ſuch a one for his cloſet ? 


I verily believe, there are ſome Chriſtians by this a 
means, enjoy more of God, while walking the 
ſtreets, or buſy in their ſhops, chan ſome others do 


in publick worſhip, or even at a facramental table. 


If ſerious diſcourſe were more our entertain- 


ment, it would be of mutual advantage: For we 


cannot communicate in this manner, but we muſt 
„„ receive, 


prove it, 


(28 ) 


receive; this way of ſpending 
gain. Bat be ſure that it be in ſeaſon : every thing 
is beautiful in its ſeaſon, Let it be in company to 


_ whom it is acceptable: and let it be managed in 


| the moſt modeſt, and humble manner, with ten- 


derneſs to thoſe whoſe abilities are inferior to your 
_ own, and let it be about matters in which all hri- 
. flians are agreed. 


Let prudence be in belt; 
5 management, more hurt than good may be done. 
I think that company! is to be ſhun'd, unleſs ne- 
cCeſſity leads into it, 


accounted rudeneſs; as God knows it is by mul- 


titudes. But however, with the above cautions, as 


to time and manner, - endeavour this practice may 
become more faſhionable. 


world of as great importance now as in the days of 
our anceſtors > Was not this the practice of the 


Pfalmiſt? Come and hear all ye that fear God and 1 


2911 e what he hath done fer my foul. | With 
my lips have {declared all the judgments of thy menth. 

Oy, that Chriſtians would make conſcience of 
aſſifling i in this profitable duty! Be glad when you 
_ have opportunity for it, loſe it not, but wiſely im- 
as becomes ſuch who are candidates for 


heaven. 


pious and profitable diſcourſe; and their Lord ſoon 


made one in their company. And might not we 
experience more of the preſence of Chriſt with us 


in our Cloſets, if we were more frequently thus 
imploy d? This would be as an invitation 10 him 
to be preſent with us. 


To what L have faid of encouragement | to Cloſet 


| Religion, I would add two motives; motives, very 


 foreidle in matters of infinitely leis importance, may 
they 


will prove certain 


for by qmpradent 


whom e, diſcourſe is 


And why ſhould it not? 
are not the concerns of our ſouls, and an eternal 


The two diſciples in their journey from 
Jeriſalen. to Emmaus, entertained themſelves with 


_ Anrter! 


Corn 


| when 


good 


and 


unto 
pleaſi 


expre 


above 
Sec 
the or 
pertec 
tende 
cha rg 


neſs 


more delighting to a renewed { 


69 


they de as powerful i matters of God and a ſou?: 


Namely, the pleaſure, and the profit of this Duty. 


PFirſt, The pleaſure of it. Can any thing be 
dul, than to converſe 


with his Father in heaven? Upon all occaſions to 
have free accels into his preſence ?- lodging his con- 


cerns with, him, laying before him all his ſpiritual 


grievances with aſſurance of relief? To be fre- 


quently in the exerciſe of holy love; adoring and 
praiſing that good Being, who has in ſo many in- 
ſtances teſtified a tender and compaſſionate regard 


to his creature, eſpecially when contemplating his 
love and grace diſplay'd in the goſpel. What a 
rapture has he ſome times been in when. medi- 
tating on the love of his dying Saviour. How 
have all the ſprings of holy joy been opened, that 


have even overflow'd the ſoul; that he has even 


thought himſelf within hearing of the ſongso f 
the h eavenly Choir. Hlas not this been ihek ?- 


preſſibly delighting? Much more ſo when he has 


accoanted all this, but as a taſte of the pleaſures alt 

God's rigat hand, which] ever flow without an 
interruption. Hereby have the Chriſtians private 
Corners been as a Bethel, a bouſe of God; and 

when alone, never leſs alone; for he has found 


good ſent? in that promiſe. I vill love him, 
and my Father , will love him, and we will come 


into him, and make. our abode with him. The 
| pleaſure the ſoul finds this way, is better felt than 
expreſſed: | For ſome. know, it is at ſome times 
above all expreſſion. |, corny Sri" 


_ Secondly, It is profitable. A proſperous ſoul is 
the greateſt bleſſing on this fide heaven: That, in 
perfection, is heaven. And what has a greater 
tendency to improve a ſoul, than a faithful diſ- 
charge of Cloſet Duties? While others are with eager- 
neſs purſuing their worldly profit, graſping at, wich 


Dr end 


(300 


an vInGtiable deſire of, periſhin - this ſoul 


grows rich in grace; Faith war bs" 8 and hope, 


repeated exerciſe grow vigorous. He is hereby 
poſfeſs d of durable riches;and trus fubfances a cha- 
racter earthly riches will not admit of. If matters 
are diſcouraging as to his worldly affairs; Provi- 


dence it may be frowns upon him; yet he meets 


with that from God in his cloſer, that makes good 


every deficiency. For a little of God and heaven 


let down into the ſoul, will be found unſpeakable 


gain. Hereby is he far enough from grudging at, 
ing the worldly abundance that others poi- 
ſeſs. With the Pfalmiſt he can ſay, the lines are 


, fallen | unto me in''a_ pleaſant place; yea, I have a 


7 goodly heritage; the Lord is my portion. 45 
And when his race is run, and his time of 


wil in over, at the final ifſue of all, with the awful | | 


world in view, he can juſtify the wiſdom of his 
choice, having choſen that good 
Will be Ken's 
eee 

It may be ex 


we ſhould ſpend therein: But the circumſtances of 
Chriſtians are ſo various, that I think it impoſſible 


to lay down any particular rules, which may not LE 
I ſhall only } 


as to ſome, admit of juſt exceptions. 
ſay, a prudent head, and a warm and ſerious heart 


part that never | 
rom him: And o he i is become an 


xpotted ſhould Aan the the 
quency of this duty; and the proportion of time 


VwWuoͤill be ſufficient to direct. It ſurely cannot be mT 
too often, when it interferes not with other ne- 


FE ceſſary duties; nor can it be too long, while fer- 


vour and ſeriouſheſs i is kept up. 


1 think once in a day thould not be thought too 


£0 frequent : And for length of time, it is-very hard, 
and that man ſeems to have too much buſineſs. 


and that buſineſs like to prove his ſnare, who can- 


- not by VO ſo order his alfais, that one hour, 
"FO 


ces of 
offible 
ay not 


? quer every real, or ſuppoſed dithculty, in the way 


'/ 

27" ET) - To RD 
or half an hour, may be redeemed for this neceſſary 
part of religious worſhip. From what I have 9 


ſerved in my converſe with my fellow Chriſtians, 1 
dare venture to ſay, there is no perſon but may 
ſecure ſo ſmall a portion of time, would he but 
deſign it: But I fear, what lies at the bottom, and 
is the ſpring of this neglect, is want of a diſpoſition 
to the work: And in proportion to that indiſpoſi- 
tion, muſt I challenge the ſincerity of their religi- 
on. Were they but Chriſtians in earne/t, they 

would ſoon be aſham'd of their negle&, and con- 


% = 
J* 


of this neceſlary duty. 


4 Mey chat God in whoſe hand the hearts of all - © 


© are, ſet in with this plain, but well meant 

: cc attempt, for the revival of primitive Chri- 
Iſtianity, growing purity, both of heart and 
life; as the moſt effectual means to ſecure 


5 © and facred. Amen. 


© unto us our invaluable privileges both civil == 


l only I. 


heart 
not be 
1er ne- 
ile fer- 
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y hard, 
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